ABSTRACT. In 1989 Ganster and Reilly [6] introduced and studied the notion of LCcontinuous functions via the concept of locally closed sets In this paper we consider a stronger form of LC-continuity called contra-continuity We call a function f (X, 7.) (Y, r) (X, 7-) by closed sets has a finite subcover. We prove that contracontinuous images of strongly S-closed spaces are compact as well as that contra-continuous, /5-continuous images of S-closed spaces are also compact. We show that every strongly S-closed space satisfies FCC and hence is nearly compact.
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1.
INTRODUCTION.
The field of the mathematical science which goes under the name of topology is concerned with all questions directly or indirectly related to continuity. General Topologists have introduced and investigated many different generalizations of continuous functions. One of the most significant of those notions is LC-continuity. Ganster and Reilly [6] defined a function f: (X, 7-) (Y, or) to be LCcontinuous if the preimage of every open set is locally closed. A set A C (X, 7-) is called locally closed [4] FG [25] ) if it can be represented as the intersection of an open and a closed set. The importance ofLC-continuity is that it happens to be the dual of near continuity precontinuity) to continuity, i.e. a function f (X, "r) (Y, r) is continuous if and only if it is LC-continuous and nearly continuous [7] .
Due to this theorem we can obtain interesting and useful variations of results in functional analysis, for example theorems concerning open mappings and closed graph theorem 17, 18, 20, 27, 28] In this paper we present a new generalization of continuity called contra-continuity. We define this class of functions by the requirement that the inverse image of each open set in the codomain is closed in the domain. This notion is a stronger form of LC-continuity This definition enables us to obtain the following results (1) Contra-contlnuous images of spaces having a dense finite subset are compact and (2) Contra-continuous, /5-continuous images of S-closed spaces are compact.
In 1976 Thompson [26] In Section 2 we study contra-continuous functions, while Section 3 is devoted to strong Sclosedness. In Section 4 we show that every strongly S-closed space satisfies FCC semi-irreducible) and hence is nearly compact.
2.
CONTRA-CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS
The following characterization of contra-continuity can be obtained by using the same technique of the similar result involving continuity. (1) f is contra-continuous. (2) [2] Recall that a space (X, 7-) is called d-compact [10] if every cover of Xby dense subsets has a finite subcover THEOREM 3.6. Every d-compact, strongly S-closed space X ts fimte PROOF. By Theorem 3 3 X has a finite dense subset S Since {S U {x) x E X \ S} is a dense cover ofX, then by assumption X \ S is finite Thus X is finite being the union of two finite sets In 1968 Singal and Singal [23] A space (X, 7-) is nearly compact [22] 
